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The process of conformation would thus come to an
end. The Naiyayika, thus, seems to concede that he is not
against ascribing some kind of intrinsic validity to the final
confirmatory experiences. He might do so in a somewhat
weak sense of 'intrinsic', namely in the sense that in this
case there is no possibility of error, no occasion for doubt,
and hence no need for further conformation. There would
be no infinite regress. This I think is a fairly good reply so
far as it goes.- The Naiyayika is not inconsistent in holding
this view for he may, as also pointed out earlier/ suitably
modify his thesis and restrict it only to those knowledges
which provoke activity and which have not yet become
familiar. In ail other cases he may concede an intrinsic
trurh in a rather weak sense.

Secondly, the volitional experience of expected objects
may, if necessary, be verified by certain special charac"
ferities of if. Thus, the visual perception of water may be
validated by the expected factual sensation of it, and the
latter may be further confirmed by the experiences of
bathing, washing, drinking, etc., which are usually asso-
ciated with water. It may be argued here that a man has
the whole series of experiences even in a dream. Hence, it
is at least theoritically possible that the volitional experi-
ences of water as well as those of its usual associates are
as invalid as dream experiences. According to the Naiya-
yikas, this hypothesis is untenable. There is an obvious
distinction between dream consciousness and waking
experience, while the later is class and distinct, the former
confused and indistinct. Dreams have not the order and
uniformity of our waking experiences. Dream experience is
contradicted by waking perceptions. There cannot be any
retrospection of dream cognition (anuvyavasaya), What is
cognised in dream cannot be the object of a later dream
cognition as something that was cognised. In dream all
things may be seen but none remembered as what has baen
previously seen. Hence, the waking volitional experiences
cannot be reduced to dream.2A

The Nyaya Vaisesika is aware of the fact that the
Mimamsakas may object to the theory of extrinsic validity of